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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


September,  1990  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
December  1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2337-MT  Richard  C.  Horton,  208  Greenville  St.,  La  Grange,  GA  30240 
(Greek,  Roman,  Byzantine  & Turkey) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donation  received  since  the  last 
report: 

Name  Amount  Preference  of  Use 

KRANEVELD,  Peter  4 coins  (NVS)  NI  Reference  Collection 

NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor. 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 

Fraley,  Marvin  L. 

JF85 .ZonU: 1975 : CMN 

UIT6EVERIJ  Z0NNEBL0EM  BV,  AMSTERDAM 

Speciaal  catalogus  van  de  mimten  van  Nederland  met  Curacao , 
Nederlandse  Antilleny  en  Suriname.  1795-1975. 

Pub.  1975,  120pp,  illus. 

Orlik,  T.  J. 

PB80.SteD: 1987:ATT 

STEWART,  DONALD  M. 

Alberta  Trade  Tokens 
Pub.  1987,  262pp,  illus. 

Zander,  Randolph 

PA73.AdaE: 1980: HTT 
ADAMS,  EDGAR  H. 

Plates  of  Lyman  H.  Low's  Bard  Times  Tokens 

Pub.  1980,  6pp,  w/15  plates. 
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KA50.BalP: 1976 :UAT 
BALOG,  PAUL 

Umayyad , Abbasid  and  Tulumid.  Glass  weights  and  vessel 
stamps. 

Pub.  1976,  322pp,  w/plates. 

SH30. Bel B: 1962 :USWM 
BELDEN,  BAUMAN  L. 

United  States  War  Medals. 

Pub.  1962,  72pp,  w/plates. 

JG98.CapH:R975:MG 

CAPPE,  HEINRICH  PHILIPP 
Besehreibung  der  rnunzen  von  Goslar. 

1975  reprint  of  1866  work,  137pp,  w/plates. 

JK90.CasK: 1973:GP 
CASTELIN,  KAREL 

Grossus  pragensis . Der  prager  groschen  und  seine  teilstucke 3 
1300-1547.  (Bohemia) 

Pub.  1973,  91pp,  illus. 

AA75 . DeNG: 1951 : OPEC 
DE  NISE,  GENE 

The  Ole  P.  Eklund  catalogue  coins  of  the  world  in  all  minor 
metals. 

1951  sales  catalog,  97pp,  not  illus. 

JB83 .Eli D: 1 984 : AGC 

ELIAS,  E.  R.  DUNCAN 
The  Anglo-Gallic  Coins 
Pub.  2984,  26 2pp , illus. 

JD45 .Goi E : 1974 : MCGI 
GOIG,  ENRIQUE 

La  moneda  catalana  de  la  guerra  de  la  independencia  1808-1814 . 

Pub.  2974,  298pp , illus. 

AA80.GruP:1966:S 

GRUN,  PAUL  ARNOLD 

Schlussel.  Zu  alten  und  neuen  abkurzungen. 

Pub.  1966,  314pp,  illus. 

JG98 . He! J : R974 : BM 
HELLER,  JOSEPH 

Die  Bambergischen  rnunzen  chronologisch  geordnet  und 
befchrieben. 

1974  reprint  of  1839  work,  139pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  T.  J.  Orlik, 
Marvin  Fraley,  John  F.  M.  Ross,  and  Ran  Zander  for  additional  numis- 
matic material  donated  to  the  NI  Library. 

III.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  in  response  to  our  July  request 
for  help  in  book  selection  we  have  received  a number  of  replies.  We 
still  need  a broader  coverage,  and  if  you  were  considering  writing 
to  offer  your  expertise  in  a specific  field  but  had  put  it  off. 
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please  let  me  hear  from  you.  The  larger  the  number  of  interested 
members  the  better  the  Library  will  become. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

***** 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE  - REVISED  RULES 


As  announced  in  May,  1990,  the  NI  Attribution  Service  was  temporarily 
suspended  until  this  month.  We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  the  NI 
Attribution  Service  is  active  again  and  announce  the  following  rules 
which  must  be  complied  with  when  sending  material  for  attribution. 

1.  Members  may  submit  a maxium  of  ten  items  per  shipment. 

2.  Members  may  send  one  shipment  during  the  January-June  period  and 
one  shipment  during  the  July-December  period. 

3.  Members  must  send  the  shipment  to:  NI  Attribution  Service 

P.  0.  Box  670013 
Dallas,  Texas  75367-0013 

4.  Members  must  send  a letter  stating  how  many  items  are  included  in 
the  shipment,  the  amount  of  return  postage  included,  and  any  other 
pertinent  information  or  special  instruction. 

5.  Each  item  sent  must  be  in  it's  own  holder,  envelope,  2x2  envelope 
or  flip  and  must  be  identified  with  a number  from  1 to  10  and  the 
member's  name  on  the  holder. 

6.  Items  must  be  sent  for  attribution  or  identification  only.  NO 
ESTIMATES  OF  VALUE  will  be  given. 

7.  Items  sent  for  attribution  will  be  returned  within  45  days  of 
receipt. 

8.  We  will  endeavor  to  attribute  or  identify  each  item  sent  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  our  present  attribution  personnel  are  lacking 
in  expert  knowledge  in  Arabic,  Indian  Native  States  and  Ancient  coin- 
ages. We  are  striving  to  recruit  more  personnel  who  are  knowledgeable 
in  these  areas. 


Dr.  Howard  L.  Ford 
Attribution  Chairman 

***** 


FROM  THE  EDITOR 


In  the  June  issue  we  announced  the  resignation  of  our  Article  Editor, 
Fred  Drost,  and  asked  for  volunteer  assistant  editors.  We  were  pleased 
with  the  excellent  response  from  the  membership  and  are  happy  to  report 
that  we  now  have  more  than  enough  help  to  get  our  monthly  publication 
to  you  in  a timely  manner.  Members  who  have  volunteered  their  help 
include  Bruce  Burton,  Dean  Johnson,  Ed  Lukert,  R.  0.  Montrey,  Joseph 
Uphoff  and  Donald  Yarab. 
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As  you  will  note  on  the  inside  front  cover,  the  position  of  Book  News  & 
Reviews  Editor  is  open  due  to  the  sudden  death  of  Raymond  J.  Hubert. 
For  the  present  time,  all  information  on  books  and  reviews  should  be 
directed  to  your  editor.  We  are  asking  for  a volunteer  to  take  over 
this  important  position  which  does  not  entail  a large  amount  of  work, 
but  is  a tremendous  help  to  the  editor.  Anyone  interested  in  this 
position  should  write  direct  to  the  editor  for  guidelines  as  to  what 
is  needed  to  fill  the  job. 


A final  item  of  importance  is  the  fact  that  the  supply  of  originally 
researched  and  written  articles  are  needed  to  insure  our  continuing 
coverage  of  a wide  area  of  collecting  interests.  It  seems  we  always 
get  some  complaints  that  we  have  too  much  coverage  on  one  area  or 
another.  This  is  something  that  we  cannot  control  as  we  can  only 
publish  what  you  the  members  contribute  for  publication.  We  do  make 
a strong  effort  to  have  as  wide  a variety  of  subjects  in  each  issue, 
depending  on  what  we  have  on  hand  ready  for  printing.  We  welcome  past 
contributors  to  continue  sending  us  new  material  and  would  like  to  ask 
those  of  you  who  have  never  contributed  an  article  to  consider  taking 
up  the  pen  or  typewriter  and  write  something  in  your  area  of  expertise. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley 
Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 


RAYMOND  J.  HEBERT 

NI  member  Raymond  Hebert  died  suddenly  on  Sunday,  July  15th. 

The  NI  BULLETIN  readers  will  remember  Ray  as  Book  Reviews  Editor 
and  as  a frequent  contributor  of  well  crafted  articles  covering 
a very  broad  range  of  themes. 

After  a successful  government  career  in  intelligence-related  ac- 
tivities, Ray  found  his  true  metier  as  curator  of  (chiefly)  Asian 
numismatics  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  where  he  served  with 
distinction  for  many  years.  He  had  a thorough  grounding  in  the 
history,  culture  and  languages  of  the  lands  and  peoples  of  the 
vast  region  whose  coinages  he  researched;  and  his  scholarly  zeal 
and  devotion  to  this  subject  never  waned.  His  work  took  him 
everywhere:  to  India  on  government  business,  to  somewhere  like 

Kamkin's  bookstore  rooting  out  overlooked  Russian  references  on 
obscure  Islamic  coinages,  or  probing  the  stacks  at  the  Library  of 
Congress.  Ray  had  an  extraordinary  knack  of  working  up  on  short 
notice  (and  often  on  a logistical  shoe-string)  elegant  special 
Smithsonian  exhibits  for  out-of-town  assemblies  and  conventions  - 
exhibts  praised  by  the  student  and  amateur  alike. 

Ray  carried  his  erudition  with  modesty,  restraint,  and  the  innate 
courtesy  of  his  French  Acadian  background;  and  those  who  had  to 
do  with  him  came  quickly  to  cherish  him  as  a loyal,  generous  and 
considerable  friend.  He  died  at  the  height  of  his  intellectual 
commitment,  leaving  all  manner  of  developing  plans  and  on-going 
projects.  We  would  be  far  richer  if  Ray  had  been  spared  for 
another  20  years;  but  we  can  be  thankful  for  the  enduring  re- 
sults of  his  work  at  the  Smithsonian  and  for  his  many  valuable 
publications. 

Randolph  Zander 
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C.  C.  "ANDY"  ANDREWS,  N1  #778 

LCDR.  C.  C.  "Andy"  Andrews,  U.S.  Navy  Retired,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing numismatists  in  Texas,  passed  away  on  July  11,  1990.  He  was 
affectionately  known  as  "The  Commander"  by  many. 

"Andy"  was  a combat  veteran  of  World  War  II.  After  the  war  he 
i served  in  London  where  he  became  interested  in  numismatics. 

After  retiring  from  the  U.  S.  Navy  he  worked  for  Texas  Instru- 
ments in  Dallas  from  1957-71. 

"Andy"  became  a member  of  Numismatics  International  in  June, 

1972  and  served  on  the  Board  of  Governors  continually  from 
j 1979  until  his  death.  He  was  elected  At-Large  Director  in  1979 
and  served  in  this  office  through  1984  when  he  was  elected  Vice- 
President  for  1985-86.  He  was  elected  as  President  of  NI  for 
1987-88  and  was  serving  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
for  the  1989-90  term  of  office,  a position  he  held  at  the  time 
of  hi s death. 

In  addition  to  his  service  for  NI,  "Andy"  was  often  called  upon 
to  perform  service  for  many  other  numismatic  organizations  in 
the  Dallas  area.  He  served  as  American  Numismatic  Assoc.  (ANA) 
Representative  and  also  Vice-President  for  the  Garland  Coin  Club. 
At  the  Dallas  Coin  Club  he  served  as  Secretary-Treasurer,  Vice- 
President,  President  and  Show  Chairman.  As  Show  Chairman  he  re- 
newed the  annual  Dallas  Coin  Club  Show  and  made  them  great  suc- 
cesses. He  often  won  the  annual  awards  for  both  the  Garland 
Coin  Club  and  the  Dallas  Coin  Club  for  the  best  programs  of  the 
year.  He  also  served  as  District  5 Governor  for  the  Texas 
j Numismatic  Association. 

"Andy"  was  the  first  person  to  be  awarded  the  M.  Vernon  Sheldon 
Audio/ Visual  Award  by  the  ANA.  This  award  honors  the  individual 
who  donates  the  best  slide  program  to  the  ANA  Library.  This 
.c  winning  slide  program  is  titled  "Pre-1947  Philippine  Coins". 

For  NI  he  also  presented  many  programs  at  the  monthly  meetings 
in  Dallas  and  also  prepared  and  donated  several  slide  programs 
to  the  NI  Library. 

Some  of  his  collecting  specialties  were  Ships  on  Coins,  Chris- 
topher Columbus  on  Coins,  Philippine  Coins,  Mexican  Coppers, 
and  many  other  areas.  Coin  photography  was  also  a big  part  of 
his  hobby. 

"Andy"  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mae,  and  daughter,  Carol.  He 
was  placed  at  rest  in  Arlington  National  Cemetery  in  Washington, 

D. C.  Donations  in  his  memory  can  be  given  to  the  U.  S.  Navy 
Memorial,  P.  0.  Box  12718,  Arlington,  Virginia  22209-8728. 
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INSCRIPTION 


THE  "GADEN" 


ON  TIBETAN  COINS 


Wolfgang  Bertseh , Darmstadt , West  Germany , NI  § 2067 

All  late  Tibetan  coins  starting  with  the  so-called  Gaden  Tangkas  (Y-13) 
show  on  either  the  obverse  or  the  reverse  the  following  inscription  in 
Tibetan  dBu-chan-script: 

j)  ^34 -^04 

-l(ian  pho-braA  phyod  (onphyogs)  las  mam— rgyal 

To  my  knowledge  this  inscription  has  been  translated  properly  and  for 
the  first  time  by  Walsh  (1)  as:  "The  Ga-den  Palace,  victorious  on  all 

sides".  Walsh  gives  also  the  following  approximate  transcription: 

"Ga-den  Pho-dang  Chog-le  nam-gyal" 

An  earlier  translation  had  been  attempted  by  Terrien  de  La  Couperie 
who,  misinterpreting  the  word  "rnam-rgyal"  gave  the  following  version: 

"(in  the  year)  rnam  rgyal  from  the  palace  of  dgah  Idan"  (2) 

As  late  as  in  1954  E.  Kann  was  following  Terrien  de  La  Couperie's 
misreading  (3).  Walsh  also  stated  that  the  expression  "Gaden  Phodang" 
does  not  refer  to  the  famous  Gaden  Monastery  but  describes  the  "Tibetan 
Government".  In  fact  "dga^-ldan  pho-brarV'  is  the  name  of  the  residence 
of  the  Dalai  Lamas  in  the  Drepung  ( vBrasspuns-)  Monastery  which  was  used 
from  the  times  of  the  second  Dalai  Lama  (1475-1542)  (4). 

An  earlier  version  of  this  inscription  can  be  found  on  the  so-called 
"Shri  Mangalam  Tangka"  (5)  which  is  the  second  coin  illustrated  in  the 
Krause/Mi  shier  catalog  under  the  heading  of  Miscellaneous  Tangkas. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  the  following  legend  in  dBu-chan-script: 

LJX'  gar  q 

dga'-ldan  phyod  las  rnam  par  rgyal  ba  (6) 

The  meaning  of  this  inscription  is  hardly  any  different  from  the  above 
mentioned  earlier  version,  "phyod  las  rnam  par  rgyal  ba"  is  obviously 
a traditional  expression  used  in  documents  which  refer  to  or  are  issued 
by  the  Tibetan  Government.  One  example  of  this  use  can  be  found  in  a 
document  of  the  sixth  Dalai  Lama  from  the  year  1698  where  we  read: 

...  cad  las  rnam  par  gyal  ba^i  dpal  ldan  vbras  spuns... 

(...  the  Drepung  [monastery:  which  is  victorious  cor  glorious: 
in  all  di recti ons. . . ) 

The  "dgav-ldan  pho-bran"  is  mentioned  later  in  the  same  text  as  being 
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the  palace  where  the  document  was  written  (7).  The  wording  of  the 
above  mentioned  expression  has  a striking  resemblance  to  the  one  found 
as  legend  on  Tibetan  coi ns,  especial ly  to  the  version  on  the  Shri 
Mangalam  Tangka.  It  is  therefore  obvious  that  at  least  part  of  the 
inscription  which  we  find  on  so  many  Tibetan  coins  was  not  specially 
invented  for  the  coinage  of  Tibet  but  was  already  used  in  Tibet  long 
before  the  first  coins  were  minted  in  this  country. 


On  modern  Tibetan  coins  we  find  two  versions  of  the  Gaden-i nscription. 
One  has  the  spelling  "phyod  las"  - QJ'aj&A  (in  all  directions) 
(Fig.  1),  the  other  one  "phyogs  las"  - (Fi9-  2)* 


Fig . 1 


Gaden  Tangka  Y13.1  (enlarged) > 
showing  reverse  legend  with 
the  spelling  " phyod  las". 
Diameter:  26.3  mm. 


Fig.  2 

5 Sho  coin  Y32  (enlarged) , 
showing  reverse  legend  with 
the  spelling  "phyogs  las". 
Diameter:  26.7  rrm. 


The  latter  version  "phyogs  las"  is  the  rarer  one  and  can  be  found  on 
only  three  coins  types:  Y23,  Y25  and  Y32.  In  addition  it  can  be 

found  on  three  patterns  with  the  following  denominations:  10  Tam 

(unpublished  and  similar  in  style  to  Y32),  1 Shokang  (dated  16-1)  (8) 
and  50  Srang  (9) . 


On  some  specimens  of  the  Gaden  Tangka  Y13.1  the  following  misspelling 
can  be  found: 

QJ  J (mam  Irgya)  instead  of  ZjfJ'gQJ  (rnam  rgyal  (Fig.  3) 


Fig.  3 


Gaden  Tangka  Y13.1  (enlarged)  3 showing  the  misspelling  "mam 
Irgya".  Diameter  26.3  nm.  The  coin  illustrated  as  Fig.  1 has 
the  correct  spelling  "mam"rgyal". 

Collectors  of  Tibetan  banknotes  will  have  noticed  that  the  Gaden- 
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inscription  (only  the  "phyogs"  version)  can  be  found  on  all  Tibetan 
banknotes,  some  of  the  modern  notes  giving  the  inscription  in  both 
dBu-chan  and  vPhags-pha  script  (10).  The  latter  is  the  Tibetan  seal 
script,  an  example  of  which  can  be  found  on  a Tibetan  tangka  which 
was  recently  published  by  N.  G.  Rhodes  (11). 


Fig.  4 

Tibetan  5 Srang  banknote  (slightly  reduced).  Dated  16th  cycle. 

The  upper  horizontal  legen  is  in  the  Gaden  inscription,  enlarged 

by  two  syllables:  1 gnam  bskos  (appointed  by  heaven). 

The  Gaden  inscription  without  the  additional  "gnam.  bskos"  and 
written  in  vertical  seal  script  can  be  seen  on  the  outer  left 
and  right  borders. 

Notes  and  references: 

(1)  Walsh,  E.  H.,  The  Coinage  of  Tibet,  Memoirs  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal,  Vol . 2,  No.  2 (1907),  p.  14. 

(2)  Terrien  de  La  Couperie,  A.,  "The  Silver  Coinage  of  Tibet", 
Numismatic  Chronicle,  Ser.  3,  Vol.  I,  1881,  p.  347. 

(3)  Kann,  E.,  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Chinese  Coins,  Los  Angeles, 

1966  (2nd  Ed.),  p.  403. 

(4)  Shakabpa,  T.  W.  D.,  Tibet,  A Political  History,  New  Haven  and 

London,  1967,  p.  91.  A good  photograph  of  the  Gaden  palace  can 
be  found  in  the  following  recent  publication:  Batchelor,  S., 

The  Tibet  Guide,  London,  1987  (Wisdom  Publications),  p.  140. 

(5)  Bertsch,  W.  and  Gabrisch,  K.,  "Some  Varieties  of  Tibet's  First 
Struck  Coins",  Numismatics  International,  NI  BULLETIN,  Vol.  20, 

No.  6,  June,  1986,  pp. 125-128. 

(6)  There  exists  an  unpublished  variety  of  the  Shri  Mangalam  Tangka 
which  uses  a peculiar  spelling  of  the  word  rnamgyal: 

The  letter  "m  is  rendered  by  a little  circle  above  the  preceding 
letter  normally  only  when  Sanscrit  words  are  transliterated  into 
Tibetan.  Example  of  this  use  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse  of  the 
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Shri  Mangalam  Tangka:  :§'<#*  ^ 'll.  I am  grateful  to  Mr.  N.  G. 
Rhodes  who  kindly  pointed  out  the  peculiar  spelling  on  this  un- 
published coin. 

(7)  Schuh,  D.,  Grundlagen  Tibetischer  Siegelkunde , Monumenta  Tibetica 

His  tori ca,  Abt.  Ill,  Band  5,  Sankt  Augustin,  1981,  p.  323. 

(8)  Brilliant,  G.  E.  and  L.  B.,  Himalayan  Numismatics,  Chelsea,  1983, 
p.  8 and  plate  (coin  no.  226). 

(9)  Rhodes,  N.  G. , "Two  Tibetan  Pattern  Coins,  ONS  Newsletter,  No. 
105,  March/April,  1987. 

(10)  Shrestha,  B.  N.,  Tibetan  Paper  Currency,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  1987. 

(11)  Rhodes,  N.  G.,  "The  'Suchakra  Vijaya'  Tangka  of  Tibet",  Numis- 
matics International,  NI  BULLETIN,  January,  1987,  pp. 21-23. 

********************************************************************** 


BERLIN  STRUCK  COINAGE  FOR  SINKIANG 


In  1906  the  German  Government  in  Berlin  struck  a 7 Mace  2 Candareens 
coin  for  Sinkiang  (Chinese  Turkestan)  to  obtain  some  trade  privileges. 
This  project  in  Asia  failed  for  Germany  and  today  there  are  only  two 
or  three  of  these  coins  known.  King  Farouk  of  Egypt  paid  $1,475.00 
for  his  specimen  of  this  rare  coin.  A 5 Mace  coin  was  also  struck  in 
1906  for  Sinkiang,  but  this  coin,  which  is  a little  larger  than  a 
U.S.  Half  Dollar,  though  rare,  is  not  as  rare  as  the  larger  7 Mace  2 
Candareen  coin.  Both  coins  are  illustrated  here. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


207 


AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher , Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1289 

No.  63  - ALEXIUS  III,  ANGELUS  (1195-1203) 

It  has  been  recorded  that  Alexius  III  in  some  respects  was  a more  de- 
spicable ruler  than  the  brother  that  he  supplanted.  However,  Alexius 
had  the  advantage  in  his  personal  appearance  of  being  handsome  and 
engaging  of  manners,  even  though  he  was  completely  under  the  influence 
of  his  wife  Euphrosyne  Ducana.  This  empress  seems  to  have  been  a cap- 
able, masterful,  pleasant  looking,  middle-aged  woman  who  was  seriously 
intent  on  securing  the  much  needed  reforms  in  the  government.  She 
did,  however,  display  an  undue  favoritism  in  her  administration  to- 
wards the  members  of  her  own  family,  which  may  have  influenced  the 
early  historians  in  showing  her  in  a bad  light. 

An  incident  at  Alexius'  coronation  was  seized  upon  by  the  populace  as 
an  ill  omen  that  plagued  him  for  some  time.  When  the  new  emperor  came 
out  of  St.  Sophia  after  the  coronation  ceremony,  he  had  trouble  mount- 
ing his  horse,  and  when  he  did  gain  the  saddle,  the  horse  reared  up 
and  the  new  crown  that  Alexius  was  wearing  fell  to  the  ground  and  was 
broken.  So  it  was  felt  that  the  new  emperor  would  have  trouble  with 
his  rule  from  the  start  and  in  the  end  the  empire  would  be  smashed, 
which,  as  it  turned  out,  was  not  too  far  from  the  truth. 

The  reforms  instigated  by  the  Empress  Euphrosyne  brought  bitter  re- 
sentment from  the  holders  of  the  offices  which  she  had  abolished,  and 
in  revenge  some  of  those  dispossessed  officers  resorted  to  the  usual 
expedient  of  the  Byzantine  court.  They  slyly  confided  to  the  Emperor 
that  his  wife  was  being  very  intimate  with  a handsome  young  officer 
named  Vatatzes  and  that  they  were  plotting  to  secure  the  throne  for 
themselves,  although  they  were  not.  The  emperor  reacted  as  expected 
and  immediately  sent  for  the  head  of  the  unfortunate  young  man  and 
had  the  empress  sent  to  a distant  monastery.  Alexius  disliked  being 
interrupted  in  his  enjoyment  of  the  imperial  luxuries  and  soon  found 
that  he  was  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  every  day  government  without 
his  wife,  and  so  he  gladly  recalled  her  and  restored  her  to  her  former 
magnificence.  In  the  meantime,  the  empire  was  heading  for  disaster 
and  the  emperor's  inactivity  seems  to  have  been  because  of  his  pre- 
occupation with  his  gout,  which  he  tried  to  cure  on  his  own  with 
red-hot  irons.  Had  Alexius  been  more  astute,  he  may  have  paid  some 
attention  to  the  winds  of  the  Fourth  Crusade  that  was  at  this  time 
gathering  in  Venice. 


The  Coinage 


Gold  Hyperpyron 
Mint  of  Constantinople 

Obverse  - A full-length  figure  of  Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate, 
standing  on  a dais.  He  holds  the  Gospels  in  his  left 
hand. 

Reverse  - Full-length  figures  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  and  of 
St.  Constantine  nimbate.  They  hold  between  them  a 
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patriarchal  cross  on  a long  shaft.  The  emperor  holds 
an  anexikakia  in  his  right  hand. 


Variety  I Variety  II 

The  two  main  varieties  have  the  following  inscriptions: 
Var.  I 

Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Rev.  AA€ZlOCA6Cn  O KUJNTANTI  - or  var. 

Var.  II 

1C  xc 

Obv.  g ^ - or  var.  in  field. 

+ 

Rev.  AA€ZIWA€Cn  § TWKOMvHMUl  - or  var. 


Electrum  Aspron  Trachy 
Mint  of  Constantinople 

Obverse  - +KCRO  HQ£I.  1C  XC  in  field.  Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate, 
is  seated  on  a throne  without  a back.  His  right  hand 
is  raised  in  benediction  and  he  holds  the  Gospels  in 
his  left. 

Reverse  - Full-length  figures  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  and  of 
St.  Constantine  nimbate.  They  hold  between  them  a 
labarum  on  a long  shaft.  They  both  hold  a scepter 
cruci  ger. 


Vari ety  I Variety  II 

The  two  main  varieties  have  the  following  reverse  inscriptions: 
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Var.  I 

Rev.  AA€ZIUJA€Cn  O KUJNTANTI  - or  var. 


Var.  II 

Rev.  AA€ZlUJAGCn 


O 

TUJKONN-NUJ  — or  var. 


Billon  Aspron  Trachy 
Mint  of  Constantinople 

Obverse  - A beardless,  nimbate  bust  of  Christ.  He  holds  a scroll 
in  his  left  hand. 

Reverse  - Full-length  figures  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  and  of 
St.  Constantine  nimbate.  They  hold  between  them  a 
globus  cruciger  and  they  both  hold  a labarum-headed 
scepter . 


Variety  I Variety  II 

The  two  main  varieties  have  the  following  inscriptions: 
Var.  I 

Obv.  1C  in  field. 

Rev.  AA€ZlOCA€Cn  O KUJNTANTI  - or  var. 


Var.  II 

Obv.  +K€RO  H0€l . 1C  :*C  in  field. 

O 

Rev.  AACZIUJACCn  w TUJKOMsI-NUJ  - or  more  rarely, 

tv 

AA€ZUUA6Cn  O KUJNTANTI 
Ae  Tetrateron 


Mint  of  Constantinople 

Obverse  - 1^  0V  in  field. 

A bust  of  the  nimbate  Virgin 
turned  to  the  right.  The 
Manus  Dei  is  in  the  upper 
right  field. 

Reverse  - AA€ZI  A€Cn  . A bust  of  the  emperor,  holding  in  his 
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right  hand  a labarum-headed  scepter  and  in  his  left, 
a globus  cruciger. 


Mint  of  Thessalonica 


Obverse 


0 n or  var.  in  field.  A bust  of  St.  George  beard- 
re  OC  less  and  nimbate.  He  holds  in  his  right  hand  a 
^ spear  and  a scroll  in  his  left. 


Reverse  - AA6ZIOC  AecnOTHC  or  var.  A full-length  figure  of 
the  emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand  a labarum  on  a 
long  shaft  and  in  his  left  a globus  cruciger. 


Ae  Half  Tetrateron 


Mint  of  Thessalonica  - Type  I 

Obverse  - © H or  var.  in  field.  All  as  on  the  obverse  of  the 
^ Thessalonica  AE  tetrateron. 

Reverse  - AA€Zl  (or  AAeziUJ)  A€Cn  or  var.  All  as  on  the  reverse 
of  the  AE  tetrateron  of  Thessalonica,  but  the  Manue  Dei 
is  in  the  upper  right  field. 


Variety  I Variety  II 


Mint  of  Thessalonica  - Type  II 
Obverse  - All  as  on  Type  I. 

Reverse  - AA6ZI  (or  AA6ZIIU)  A6CF1,  or  AA€ZHD  TWKONN-NUJ  or  var. 

All  as  on  Type  I,  but  the  globus  is  surmounted  by  a 
patricarchal  cross. 

********************************************************************** 


THE  POBJOY  MINT:  Of  Sutton,  Surrey,  England,  in  the  late  '80s  has 
struck  coins  for  several  countries  worldwide  (starting  in  1972  for 
the  ISLE  OF  MAN).  The  recent  countries'  coinage  orders  are  from: 

THE  PHILIPPINES,  THE  SEYCHELLES,  SAMOA,  NIUE,  GIBRALTAR,  BERMUDA, 
and  TONGA. 

The  POBJOY  Hint  has  recently  also  struck  medals  for:  HONG  KONG  (New 

Years),  ARAB  RULERS  (presentation  medals),  and  AUSTRALIA  (gaming 
tokens  - Location??) 
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AN  UNUSUAL  OVERDATE  FROM  NEPAL 


N.  G.  Rhodes 3 Hythe3  Kent 3 England3  NI  if 927 


Nepal  1 Rupee 3 1991/89  Overdate 

Overdates  in  the  Nepalese  coinage  have  not  yet  been  included  in  the 
listing  in  the  Krause  & Mi shier  catalog,  although  a number  do  exist. 

One  example  seems  worthy  of  particular  note,  as  it  is  a rupee  (KM723) 
showing  the  date  1989  clearly  altered  from  1991!  Most  overdates  are 
the  result  of  an  old  die  having  the  date  altered  for  use  in  a later 
year,  but  this  piece  shows  a new  die  with  the  date  altered  to  allow 
it  to  be  used  earlier  than  intended.  While  it  is  impossible  to  be 
certain  exactly  how  such  a piece  arose,  it  is  worth  looking  at  the 
mint  organi sation  at  the  time. 

In  1932  a new  Nepalese  mint  was  established  at  Darahara  in  Kathmandu^ 
using  new  machinery  imported  via  Calcutta.  Before  the  opening  of  the 
new  mint  seven  men  were  given  training  in  various  departments  of  the 
Calcutta  mint,  and  in  1932/3  the  Calcutta  mint  supplied  Kathmandu  with 
punches^for  dies,  and  with  288  finished  dies,  presumably  all  dated 
1989VS.  The  punches  supplied  by  Calcutta  probably  produced  the  whole 
design  on  the  dies  manufactured  in  Kathmandu,  with  only  the  date  to  be 
inserted  by  hand.  Perhaps  more  dies  were  made  than  were  used  up  in 
1989  so  that  it  was  decided  to  continue  using  the  date  1989  during 
1990VS  (1933/4  AD),  and  no  rupees  dated  1990  are  known.  Late  in  1990VS 
dies  must  have  been  prepared  for  use  in  1991  with  the  new  date,  but 
before  the  end  of  1990  the  last  1989  rupee  die  may  have  broken  and, 
rather  than  cease  production  of  rupees,  or  strike  rupees  with  a future 
date,  one  of  the  new  1991  dies  was  altered. 

This  overdate  is  one  of  the  very  few  known  examples  of  an  overdate 
being  earlier  than  the  underdate.  In  addition  its  existence  strongly 
indicates  that  rupees,  and  probably  also  the  minor  silver  denominations, 
were  struck  during  1990VS  with  the  date  1989,  and  it  should  not  be 
assumed  that  the  absence  of  silver  coins  bearing  that  date  indicates 
a gap  in  production. 
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Notes 


1 - Up  to  that  date  the  main  Nepalese  mint  was  located  at  Nakku,  near 
Patan.  Later  the  old  arsenal  and  mint  building  was  converted  into  a 
prison. 

2 - The  dies  made  in  Calcutta  were  probably  those  with  the  unusually 
formed  Nagari  numbers  in  the  date,  i.e.  KM. 724,  719  and  715. 

********************* ************************************************* 


EARLY  ANTI-COUNTERFEITING  LAWS  IN  THAILAND 


"If  a person  knows  how  to  make  silver  coins  or  knows  how  to  fabricate 
an  official  seal,  or  knows  how  to  counterfeit  silver  let  him  be  put 
to  death  and  his  goods  seized  by  the  king's  treasury. 

If  a person  is  falsely  accused  of  counterfeiting,  whatever  goods  the 
accuser  may  have  let  him  be  fined  that  amount. 

Knowledge  of  counterfeiting  should  be  punished  with  death.  If  the 
guilty  person  is  not  executed,  let  his  goods  be  seized  by  the  treasury. 

If  a person  receives  coins  and  claims  that  he  has  been  given  counter- 
feit, and  the  giver  having  examined  them  denies  that  they  are,  let  not 
the  accused  be  fined  until  the  coins  have  been  tested  twice.  If  they 
are  then  found  to  be  counterfeit,  he  should  be  put  to  death  and  his 
goods  confiscated. 

If  a person  is  in  possession  of  an  official  seal  and  its  provenance  is 
not  known,  let  him  be  punished  by  his  goods  being  seized. 

If  anyone  comes  into  possession  of  an  official  seal,  it  should  not  be 
kept  in  that  person's  possesion  but  handed  to  an  official  so  that 
punishment  be  avoided." 


Taken  from  p.  48,  The  Laws  of  King  Mangrai 
(Mangrayatharmasart) . The  Wat  Chang  Kham  Nan 
Manuscript  from  the  Richard  Davis  Collection. 
Transcribed  in  modern  Thai  by  Aroonrut  Wichien- 
keeo.  Translated  and  Edited  by  Aroonrut  Wich- 
ienkeeo  and  Gehan  Wi jeyewardene . A Publication 
of  The  Richard  Davis  Fund  and  an  Occasional 
Paper  of  the  Department  of  Anthropology.  Re- 
search School  of  Pacific  Studies.  The  Austral- 
ian National  University.  Canberra  1986. 

Note  by  the  Submitter:  Meng  Rai  (or  Mangrai),  (1296-1318),  was  the 
first  king  of  Lannathai  (Chieng  Mai),  Thailand  (1296-1556).  It  was  he 
who  overcame  the  old  Mon  Kingdom  of  Lampun,  then  established  his 
capital  at  Chiengmai,  near  Lanpun.  His  kingdom  was  to  dominate  the 
Upper  Menan  valley  for  the  next  two  centuries. 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 


213 


NUMISMATICS  IN  THE  PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA 


Wolfgang  Bertsch , Darmstadt , West  Germany,  NI  § 2067 


During  the  "Cultural  Revolution"  numismatic  research  in  China  had  vir- 
tually come  to  a standstill.  Coin  collecting  and  research  on  coins 
and  banknotes  were  banned  as  bourgeois  and  counter-revolutionary  activ- 
ities. Once  the  nightmare  of  these  chaotic  years  was  over,  people 
were  by  and  by  allowed  to  pursue  such  "capitalist"  hobbies  as  collect- 
ing rare  and  interesting  items.  In  the  early  eighties  stamp  collecting 
became  very  popular  and  is  now  among  the  widest  spread  hobbies  in  China. 
Philatelic  clubs  exist  in  almost  every  Chinese  town  and  all  major  post 
offices  have  philatelic  counters.  Occasionally  even  stamp  auctions 
take  place  in  major  cities. 


Stamp  collecting  was  soon  followed  by  coin  collecting  and  recently 
even  banknote  collecting  enjoys  increased  popularity  which  is  not  sur- 
prising, since  China  was  the  world's  first  country  to  issue  banknotes 
and  no  other  country  has  since  circulated  such  a vast  variety  of  bank- 
notes as  China.  Numismatic  clubs  exist  now  in  almost  every  provincial 
capital.  Some  of  these  clubs  circulate  magazines  or  newsletters,  but 
these  are  strictly  for  members  only  and  will  not  be  handed  out  to 
foreigners.  More  important  numismatic  articles  are  published  in  two 
journals  which  circulate  nationwide.  One  is  published  in  Shanghai  and 
the  other,  being  more  important,  in  Beijing.  The  latter  was  started 
in  1983  and  is  printed  in  two  versions:  on  is  in  Chinese  only,  the 

other  gives  the  contents  in  English,  but  the  articles  are  not  trans- 
lated into  English  and  unfortunately  not  even  a summary  in  English  is 
included.  The  English  title  of  this  paper  is  China  Numismatics  (see 
il lustration) A 


1988  I 

( m join  ) 


CHINA  NUMISMATICS 
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Articles  about  banknotes  are  also  published  in  the  Beijing  journal  and 
occasionally  articles  gleaned  from  foreign  numismatic  journals  are 
included  in  Chinese  translation.* 1 2  Obviously  numismatic  research  is 
also  published  in  book  form  and  some  important  works  are  available  in 
reprints.  The  most  outstanding  project  is  a Corpus  of  Chinese  currency. 
The  first  volume  of  this  monumental  work  was  published  in  April,  1988 
by  the  Shanghai  People's  Publishing  House.  It  is  a very  heavy  quarto 
volume  containing  1181  pages,  is  profusely  illustrated  throughout  and 
deals  with  Pu-,  spade-  and  knife-  money  and  early  cash  issues.  A fur- 
ther 11  volumes  are  to  follow  and  will  have  the  following  subjects: 

Vol . II  Warring  States  period  and  Han  Dynasty;  Vol . Ill  Tang  and  Sui 
Dynasty;  Vol.  IV  Sung  Dynasty,  Liao  and  Central  Asian  coinage;  Vol.  V 
Yuan  Dynasty;  Vol.  VI  Coins  of  the  Qing  Dynasty;  Vol.  VII  Paper  money 
of  the  Qing  Dynasty;  Vol.  VIII  Silver  and  copper  coinage  between  the 
end  of  the  Qing  Dynasty  and  the  Republic;  Vol.  IX  Paper  money  of  the 
Republic  (State  Banks);  Vol.  X Paper  money  of  the  Republic  (Private 
Banks);  Vol.  XI  People's  money  of  the  People's  Republic  of  China;  and 
Vol.  XII  Catalog  of  foreign  money  wich  circulated  in  China.  Once  all 
volumes  have  been  published  (we  can  only  hope  for  it!),  this  work  will 
certainly  be  the  most  comprehensive  survey  of  Chinese  currency  and 
should  be  translated  into  English. 

Another  very  interesting  and  original  research  volume  was  published 
in  January  1987  by  the  "Minority  Institute"  in  Beijing.  The  title  and 
the  contents  are  also  given  in  English  (this  is  normally  not  the  case 
for  numismatic  publications  in  book  form):  The  History  of  Tibetan 

Money.  The  booklet  is  prefaced  by  Qian-Jia  Ju  and  contains  eight 
chapters  and  two  appendices.  It  is  supplemented  by  58  plates  (out 
of  which  eight  are  in  color)  which  illustrate  Tibetan  coins  and  paper 
money  and  other  currencies  which  circulated  in  independent  Tibet.  Two 
highly  interesting  silver  coins,  dated  Qien  Long  Year  57,  and  a 50  Srang 
pattern  in  silver,  dated  Tibetan  cycle  16,  year  26  (A.D.  1952)  are  in- 
cluded. As  far  as  I know  these  three  possibly  unique  coins  are  not 
known  from  any  other  numismatic  source  dealing  with  Tibet  or  China. 

Coins  and  banknotes  issued  before  1950  in  China  are  considered  as 
"Cultural  Relics"  and  therefore  banned  from  export.  Some  pieces  are 
however  offered  in  "Friendship  Stores"  in  major  cities  and  can  be  3 
purchased  by  foreigners  with  F.E.O.  (Foreign  Exchange  Certificates)"3 
Currency.  The  buyer  should  keep  his  receipt  and  is  allowed  to  take 
these  purchases  out  of  China.4 


Notes : 

1 - I could  not  find  out  if  subscription  to  this  journal  is  available 

to  foreigners. 

2 - Among  others,  the  article  "A  Machine  Struck  Cash  of  Ch'ien  Lung", 

by  N.  G.  Rhodes  [N I BULLETIN,  Vol.  20,  Nr.  3,  March,  1986)  was 
published  in  Chinese  translation. 

3 - Foreign  Exchange  Certificates  are  only  issued  to  foreign  visitors 

against  foreign  currency.  They  constitute  the  "tourist  money". 

The  local  Chinese  population  is  using  Yuan  which  are  called  Renminbi 
("people's  money")  to  distinguish  them  from  the  F.E.C.  - Yuan. 
Officially  one  Yuan  Renminbi  is  equal  to  one  Yuan  F.E.C. , but  a 
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blackmarket  for  F.E.C.  currency  exists  in  all  major  Chinese  cities. 

4 - The  above  notes  should  only  be  considered  as  a primary  report  on 
the  situation  of  numismatics  in  present  day  China.  I plan  to  pre- 
pare a list  of  all  numismatic  publications  which  I purchased  during 
my  recent  trip  (1989)  to  China  as  soon  as  I get  the  titles,  author's 
names  and  further  relevant  details  transliterated  into  Pinyin  or 
translated  into  English.  I will  submit  a copy  of  this  list  to  the 
compilers  of  Numismatic  Literature , published  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  assuming  that  some  of  these  publications  may 
have  escaped  their  notice. 

*********************************************************************** 


A SAXONY  BEAUTY 


In  1631  Leipzig  produced  a 12%  Ducat  gold  medal,  designed  by  Sebastian 
Dadler,  commemorating  the  Confederation  of  Protestant  Princes  under 
the  Presidency  of  Joh  George  I,  the  Elector  of  Saxony.  The  Confeder- 
ation was  founded  on  behalf  of  the  maintenance  of  the  peace.  The  ob- 
verse shows  a view  of  the  city  with  a shield  held  up  by  two  cupids 
over  the  city.  In  the  exergue  is:  16  LIPSIA  31.  The  reverse  has 

the  Young  Hercules  guided  by  Virtue  towards  Apollo  and  Mercury.  The 
piece  is  50mm  in  diameter  and  weighs  43.9  grams.  A silver  specimen  of 
this  coin  was  in  the  famous  LeMaistre  "Pax  in  Numis"  collection. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


********************************************************************* 
HERALDRY  AND  BASTARDY 


Sometimes  bastardy  was  indicated  in  strange  ways.  David  of  Burgundy, 
a bastard  son  of  duke  Philip  the  Good  of  Burgundy,  was  bishop  of 
Utrecht  in  the  fifteenth  century.  He  used  the  complete  arms  of  his 
father,  but  they  did  not  fill  the  entire  shield,  leaving  an  empty  space 
at  the  bottom,  as  can  be  seen  on  several  of  his  coins. 

(Submitted  by  Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

GELD  AUS  TIBET , by  Dr.  Karl  Gabrisch,  Ausstellung  des  MUnzkabinetts 
der  Stadt  Winterthur,  Sammlung  Dr.  K.  Gabrisch,  27  September  1989  bis 
12  August  1990.  Published  by  Stadt  Winterthur  and  Ti bet-Insti tute 
Rikon,  1990.  Available  from:  MUnz-Kabinett  und  Anti kensammlung  der 

Stadt  Winterthur,  Villa  BUhler,  Lindstrasse  8,  CH-8400  Winterthur, 
Switzerland  (price  not  available). 

This  well  produced  little  book,  consisting  of  65  pages  of  text,  43 
plates  and  a comprehensive  index,  is  far  more  than  an  exhibition  cata- 
logue, it  is  a major  contribution  towards  the  history  of  Tibetan  coinage. 

The  book  is  divided  into  thirteen  chapters,  covering  the  whole  span  of 
Tibetan  currency,  from  the  use  of  salt  recorded  by  Marco  Polo,  up  to 
the  various  issues  of  banknotes  that  continued  to  circulate  until  1959. 
Separate  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  main  subjects  covered,  such  as  the 
use  of  Nepalese  coins  in  Tibet,  the  first  Tibetan  coins  struck  between 
1763  and  1793,  the  Sino-Tibetan  coins  of  1792  to  1837,  the  Gaden  and 
Kong-par  tankas  struck  during  the  19th  century,  the  Szechuan  rupee,  the 
currency  reform  of  the  13th  Dalai  Lama  and  the  coins  struck  in  Tibet 
between  1909  and  1953,  Tibetan  gold  coins,  Tibetan  paper  money,  forger- 
ies, types  of  script  and  dating  systems,  and  mints.  Each  chapter  is 
illustrated  with  line  drawings  in  the  text,  and  with  appropriate  items 
from  the  exhibition,  most  of  which  came  from  Dr.  Gabrisch' s excellent 
collection.  It  is  slightly  surprising  to  find  that  the  chapter  devoted 
to  fantasy  coins,  forgeries  and  inflation  is  illustrated  with  some  rare 
patterns  and  medals,  and  none  of  the  contemporary  forgeries  of  coins 
for  use  as  currency  that  are  referred  to  in  the  text  are  illustrated. 

The  subjects  covered  are  all  dealt  with  well,  accurately  and  concisely. 
Apart  from  the  easily  available  English  sources,  Karl  Gabrisch  has  made 
extensive  use  of  several  recent  Chinese  works,  most  notably  Xizang 
Difeng  Hucbishi  by  Xiao  Hyaiyuan  (Peking  1987),  a book  that  makes  con- 
siderable use  of  official  Tibetan  government  records  available  in 
Lhasa;  records  that  no  previous  numismatist  has  had  access  to.  As  a 
result  much  important  new  information  is  published  here  for  the  first 
time  in  a western  language;  for  example  the  numbers  of  the  various 
banknotes  issued  each  year  during  the  1940's  and  195 0 ' s are  recorded, 
and  allow  the  dates  of  issue  of  the  various  undated  banknotes  to  be 
determined  from  the  serial  numbers.  These  Chinese  sources  are,  how- 
ever, not  devoid  of  political  bias,  and  Karl  Gabrisch  has  unconciously 
imported  some  of  this  bias  into  the  book,  in  that  the  Chinese  sponsored 
coins  are  given  more  space  than  the  issues  of  independent  Tibet;  for 
example  five  pages  are  devoted  to  the  Szechuan  rupee,  but  only  four 
pages  to  the  extensive  silver  and  copper  coins  struck  by  independent 
Tibet  between  1909  and  1953.  While  this  is  a true  reflection  of  the 
valuable  new  information  that  Dr.  Gabrisch  has  been  able  to  publish 
here,  it  is  hardly  a measure  of  the  importance  of  these  Chinese  coins 
in  the  currency  system  of  old  Tibet. 

These  criticisms  should  not,  however,  detract  from  what  is  a very  im- 
portant book,  which  is  a significant  improvement  on  anything  previously 
published  on  Tibetan  coins.  Errors  are  commendably  few,  and  I will 
only  mention  that  at  least  one  further  example  of  the  gold  20  srang 
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dated  15-55  described  on  p.43  is  known  to  me,  the  date  16-1  on  coin 
no.  143  corresponds  to  1927  and  not  1926,  and  the  illustration  of  the 
obverse  of  coin  no.  56  is  mounted  sideways.  This  book  is  essential 
reading  for  any  collector  of  Tibetan  coins,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  Dr.  Gabrisch  publishes  an  English  translation  for  those  of  us 
whose  German  is  not  fluent,  perhaps  extended  to  include  a more  complete 
account  and  listing  of  the  coinage  of  independent  Tibet. 

Reviewed  by  Nicholas  Rhodes 


THE  COINAGE  OF  NEPAL 3 by  N . G.  Rhodes,  K.  Gabrisch,  C.  Valdettaro. 

Royal  Numismatic  Society,  Special  Publication  No.  21,  London  1989. 
Hardbound,  249pp,  51  black  and  white  plates.  £37,50  for  RNS  members, 

£50  to  others. 

Nepal's  "exotic"  coinage  is  doubtlessly  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
oriental  series.  Hardly  any  other  country  has  produced  such  a vast 
variety  of  denominations  and  designs  in  the  three  major  coin  metals  - 
copper,  silver  and  gold.  Despite  this,  even  nowadays  'Nepal ' s coinage 
is  not  too  well  known  among  collectors  of  oriental  coins.  This  is 
partly  due  to  the  fact  that  Nepal  was  a "forbidden"  country  until  the 
1950's.  This  new  book,  THE  COINAGE  OF  NEPAL , which  replaces  the  previous 
standard  work  by  E.  H.  Walsh  ( THE  COINAGE  OF  NEPAL 3 Journal  of  the 
Royal  Asiatic  Society,  1908;  reprinted  1973  by  Indological  Book  House, 
Delhi  and  Varanasi),  will  certainly  contribute  to  making  Nepal's  coinage 
more  popular  among  oriental  collectors. 

The  authors  give  a complete  survey  of  Nepal's  coinage  until  1911  A.D. 
(end  of  rule  of  King  Prithvi  Vir  Vikram  Shah).  The  first  chapter  deals 
with  the  early  coinage  of  the  Lichhavi  period  (A.D.  576  - 750).  Many 
hitherto  unpublished  varieties  and  types  are  listed  and  illustrated. 
Chapter  II,  about  the  mediaeval  period,  steps  on  almost  unknown  terri- 
tory. In  fact  hardly  anything  was  known  in  the  West  about  the  few 
coins  which  have  survived  and  can  be  attributed  to  this  period. 

Chapter  III  describes  the  most  fascinating  period  (numi smati cally  speak- 
ing) of  Nepal's  history:  The  Malla  Dynasty  (A.D.  1540  - 1768).  This 

period  actually  starts  earlier  than  1540  A.D.,  but  no  coins  are  known 
which  could  be  attributed  beyond  any  doubt  to  early  Malla  rulers  (see 
previous  chapter).  Walsh  had  already  quite  extensively  dealt  with  the 
issues  of  this  dynasty  (based  on  the  holdinqs  of  the  British  Museum). 
Rhodes  had  given  a quite  detailed  listing  of  Malla  coins  in  the  Krause 
publication.  The  Standard  Guide  to  South  Asian  Coins  and  Paper  Money 
Since  1556  A.D. , by  C.  R.  Bruce  II,  J.  S.  Deyell , N.  G.  Rhodes  and 
W.  F.  Spengler,  Iola.  However,  the  listing  ofMalla  coins  in  the  new 
book  goes  far  beyond  these  earlier  publications,  since  many  new  variet- 
ies and  types  have  come  to  light  since.  The  same  applies  to  the  next 
Chapter  IV  which  discusses  the  coins  of  the  Shah  Dynasty  (A.D.  1749  - 
1911),  a period  which  produced  a large  number  of  coins  types  and  dates, 
although  the  variety  of  coin  designs  cannot  compete  with  the  preceding 
Malla  period.  Chapter  V,  about  the  coinage  in  the  Nepalese  Hills, 
treads  again  on  new  ground.  We  find  illustrations  of  coins  which  up 
to  now  were  completely  unknown  to  most  collectors  of  oriental  coins. 
Chapter  VI  discusses  the  issues  of  Nepalese  coins  for  Tibet,  presents 
contemporary  and  modern  forgeries.  Tokens  and  Amulets.  Again  these 
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subjects  (excepting  the  coin  issue  for  Tibet)  have  hardly  been  dealt 
with  in  western  numismatic  literature  so  far. 

Appendices  about  numerals  on  Mai  la-  and  Shah-  coins,  about  denomin- 
ations, weights,  silver  content  of  Malla-and  Shah-  coins,  genealogical 
tables,  lists  of  queens  and  deities  on  Nepalese  coins  and  a biblio- 
graphy (due  to  lack  of  space  only  a selective  bibliography  is  given) 
increase  the  useful  1 ness  of  this  book  for  anybody  who  tries  to  study 
Nepal's  coinage  and  history. 

This  book  will  remain  for  many  years  the  standard  work  on  the  coins 
of  Nepal  and  should  be  in  the  library  of  any  collector  of  institution 
interested  in  the  study  of  oriental  coins. 

Reviewed  by  Wolfgang  Bertsch 


SULTAN  MAHMUT  II  ZAMANINDA  DARP  EDILEN  OSMANLI  MADENI  PAR A LAB I 3 

No.'lu  Kitaba  Ek,  by  Cuneyt  Olfer.  6 x 9h  ins.,  stiff  paper  covers, 
64pp  (includ.  8 tables  and  3 plates).  Istanbul  1990.  Available 
from:  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  NJ  07670,  $12.50 

postpaid. 

This  supplement  to  Mr.  Oiler's  third  book  on  Ottoman  coinage  entitled 
Ottoman  Coins  minted  during  the  reign  of  Sultan  Mahmud  II  published 
in  1970  includes  a foreword  written  by  him  on  January  28th,  1990  (a 
few  days  prior  to  his  untimely  death).  It  has  been  seen  through  the 
press  by  a colleague  member  of  the  Turkish  Numismatic  Society,  Mr. 

Cel i 1 Ender,  who  adds  a short  foreword. 

The  eight  tables  from  the  original  work  have  been  revised  t.o  include 
the  additional  coins,  38  gold,  94  silver  and  21  copper  which  are 
listed  and  described  with  some  line  drawings  and  20  coins  illustrated 
on  3 plates.  Coins  from  two  new  mints,  Medea  and  Van,  which  were  not 
in  the  previous  work,  are  of  interest. 

The  coins  of  Mahmud  published  in  his  Books  No  4 (Moscow  and  Leningrad 
(Museums  and  No  9 (European  Museums)  are  included. 

Most  of  the  coins  showing  various  regnal  years  are  to  be  found  listed 

in  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  17th  edition. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 

********************************************************************** 

"ROSE  NOBLE.  A gold  coin,  also  called  a ryal,  or  royal , so  named  be- 
cause it  bore  a rose  in  a sun  on  the  reverse.  It  was  first  minted  in 
1465  and  was  valued  at  10s.,  but  the  issue  ceased  by  1470.  It  was  re- 
vived by  Henry  VII  and  again  by  Mary  and  Elizabeth  I.  A rose-ryal  was 
issued  by  James  I . " 


Taken  from  966,  Brewer's  dictionary 
of  Phrase  & Fable  1981. 

(Submitted  by  Tuti villus) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

T.  J.  Orlik,  P.  0.  Box  947,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092:  WANTED  - German 

Metal  Notgeld  Literature.  Need  early  German  works  by  Bahrfeldt,  Layh 
and  Roettinger.  Also  copies  of  Keller's  Das  Notgeld  and  other  German 
periodicals.  Seek  complete  run  of  the  Journal  of  the  Emergency  Money 
Society.  Please  send  description  and  quote  price. 

Roger  P.  Zago,  P.  0.  Box  81,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80901:  I am  still 

looking  for  Thailand  medals,  tokens,  etc.  for  my  collection.  No  item 
is  too  insignificant.  Please  write. 

Shane  M.  Cornell,  P.  0.  Box  279,  Jenks,  OK  74037:  WANTED  - French 

tokens  of  all  types.  TTs,  Military,  Municipal, French  Col oni al , 
Encased  Postage,  etc.  Please  send  a list  of  what  you  have. 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626: 

Want  to  buy  the  following  Cambodian  (Khmer  or  Kampuchean)  coins: 

1 Atts  (1847)  KM1  & 2,  1 Atts  (Unknown  date)  KM5 , 7,  9,  13,  14,  15, 

17,  19,  21  and  23  to  complete  my  collection. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  is  once  again 

accepting  items  for  Attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  this 
issue  for  new  rules  regarding  items  sent  in. 

MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE:  Use  of  this  member  notice  page  is  FREE  to  all  NI 

members.  About  the  only  rules  are  that  we  will  not  accept  any  FOR 
SALE  items  and  in  the  months  that  the  page  might  be  over-subscribed 
we  will  give  priority  to  research  type  notices  over  simple  wanted 
notices.  We  urge  you  to  try  using  the  page  if  you  have  not  in  the 
past. 

********************************************************************* 
FROM  THE  MAILBOX 

Lachman’s  article  on  Zaida  Imams  of  the  Yemen  Applauded 

The  article  on  the  coins  of  the  Zaida  Imams  in  the  July  issue  of 
NI  BULLETIN  is  a jewel  in  the  crown  of  NI.  It  does  not  seem  that  is 
was  good  to  be  an  Imam  in  the  Yemen  during  that  period;  one  wonders 
whether  most  transactions  then  were  not  by  barter. 

David  Block, 

Gainesville,  Florida 

********************************************************************* 
COIN  THOUGHTS  II  - David  G.  Briggs , NI  #1444 

Coins  reflect  their  times.  They  often  embody  the  art,  the  commerce, 
the  morals,  and  the  motives  of  the  men  (and  women)  and  the  systems 
that  produced  them  through  all  the  triumphs  and  defeats  of  civili- 
zation. Taken  in  context,  they  are  the  unerring  measure  of  their 
brief  page  in  history. 
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